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I. Purpose 
This program provides the procedures to safely handle, store, and dispose of hazardous and 
universal waste to comply with all federal, state, and local regulations; ensure the protection of 
human health and the environment; and ensure minimization of hazardous and universal waste 
generated on campus. 

 

II. Scope 
This program applies to Northwestern schools, units, and departments whose employees and 
students handle, store, and dispose of hazardous or universal waste in non-research areas at 
Northwestern University. Refer to the Research Safety Hazardous Waste Disposal Guide for 

https://researchsafety.northwestern.edu/safety-information/hazardous-waste-disposal-guide.html




https://www.northwestern.edu/environmental-health-safety/docs/environmental-docs/hazardous-waste-storage-map-evanston.pdf
https://www.northwestern.edu/environmental-health-safety/docs/environmental-docs/hazardous-waste-storage-map-chicago.pdf
https://www.northwestern.edu/environmental-health-safety/docs/environmental-docs/weekly-hazardous-waste-inspection-checklist.pdf
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xiii. Complete all required training (see Section X – Training) 
xiv. Adhere to the recordkeeping requirements in Section XI. 

G. Hazardous Waste Disposal Vendor 
i. Adhere to the requirements of this program. 

ii. Complete waste profiles for every hazardous and universal waste stream. Only 
the Hazardous Waste Disposal Vendor is authorized to ship hazardous waste off 
campus. 

iii. Provide containers, supplies, and labels for handling, storing, and disposing of 
hazardous and universal waste. 

iv. Conduct weekly documented inspections of all hazardous and universal waste 
storage areas and provide findings and feedback to departmental Hazardous 
Waste Coordinators to ensure program compliance.  

v. Coordinate with schools, units, and departments for hazardous and universal 
waste disposal pick-ups, and waste profiling, and provide guidance to ensure 
proper storage, handling, and disposal procedures are established and followed.  

vi. If requested, provide annual Hazardous Waste (
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vi. Must be placed in a secondary containment that allows for 10% of the total 
container volume or placed on spill decks that allow for the entire volume of the 
largest container to be collected, whichever is greater. 

vii. Must be kept closed except when adding hazardous waste. 
C. Satellite Accumulation Areas 

i. Must be located away from ignition and heat sources, drains, sewers, 
incompatible chemicals, materials, and other waste streams, equipment, or 
processes that may introduce hazards 

ii. Must be located in a secure location to prevent unsafe access. 
iii. Must include visible ii. 

https://www.northwestern.edu/environmental-health-safety/docs/environmental-docs/satellite-accumulation-area.pdf
https://www.northwestern.edu/environmental-health-safety/docs/environmental-docs/hazardous-waste-storage-area.pdf
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iv. Universal waste must be located in a secure location to prevent unsafe access. 
v. All universal waste must be handled in a manner that does not create hazards 

and prevents breakage and/or a release of any materials or components. 
Examples include, but are not limited to: 

1. Lamps are not to be intentionally crushed or broken on campus under 
any circumstance. 

2. 

https://www.northwestern.edu/environmental-health-safety/docs/environmental-docs/universal-waste-accumulation-area.pdf
https://www.northwestern.edu/environmental-health-safety/docs/environmental-docs/weekly-hazardous-waste-inspection-checklist.pdf
mailto:ehs@northwestern.edu


H

mailto:hazardous-waste@northwestern.edu
mailto:hazardous-waste@northwestern.edu
https://learn.northwestern.edu/Saba/Web_spf/PRODTNT074/common/ledetail/EHS419-200-RC
https://learn.northwestern.edu/Saba/Web_spf/PRODTNT074/common/ledetail/EHS419-200-RC
https://learn.northwestern.edu/Saba/Web_spf/PRODTNT074/common/ledetail/EHS432-200-RC
https://learn.northwestern.edu/Saba/Web_spf/PRODTNT074/common/ledetail/EHS262-100
https://learn.northwestern.edu/Saba/Web_spf/PRODTNT074/common/ledetail/EHS262-100
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https://www.epa.gov/rcra/resource-conservation-and-recovery-act-rcra-regulations
https://www.epa.gov/rcra/resource-conservation-and-recovery-act-rcra-regulations
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-40/chapter-I/subchapter-I/part-273
https://pcb.illinois.gov/SLR/IPCBandIEPAEnvironmentalRegulationsTitle35
https://pcb.illinois.gov/SLR/IPCBandIEPAEnvironmentalRegulationsTitle35
https://www.northwestern.edu/environmental-health-safety/docs/environmental-docs/sustainable-waste-management-policy.pdf
mailto:ehs@northwestern.edu
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